
M y fiance and I closed on a house at
the end of Sept of 2008. We were
excited to start painting and mak-

ing the house our own. My fiance,
Danielle, started doing the trim work in
the basement while I was putting together
the tv stand. I would then finish off the
walls after the trim work was done. I was
about half way through on the tv stand
when all of a sudden I heard “OH

DARN!!!”. 
I look over at Danielle and she was

standing in a puddle of blue paint. As I
walked closer to her, I realized that not
only was she standing in a puddle of blue
paint, she also had gotten the paint all
over her hair, face, clothes, etc.
Apparently, she put the paint bucket on
top of the ladder and when she moved the
ladder, it got caught on a wire and began

to tilt. The paint bucket fell right on her.
We laughed it off but realized that we

really needed that paint! So she ended up
slapping herself up against the wall to use
the paint she had on her body. I started
rolling the paint off the ground onto the
walls. 

We were able to salvage enough
paint and didn’t need to buy more! �
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trails between the soaring pillars as “one
hell of a place to lose a cow.”

The game, played until your mind
virtually numbs, is to identify the craggy
creations as real and fanciful objects.
Among those I spotted were the distinct
outline of a pioneer woman in a bustle
skirt and the image of a hunter wearing a
hat. Above it all stands Queen Victoria,
seemingly reigning over her countless
rock subjects.

At Zion National Park, by contrast,
visitors view the soaring sandstone walls,

which present a kaleidoscope of reds and
pastel hues, from valley floors, a perspec-
tive that serves to accentuate their massive
size.

With elevations that fluctuate from
3,300 to 8,800 feet above sea level, it’s not
surprising that Zion houses a variety of
habitats. They range from semi-desert
conditions along canyon floors to cool,
moist plateaus at the upper levels, where
mountain lions and big horn sheep find a
home to their liking.

Along the canyon bottom runs the

Virgin River that, despite its creek-like
resemblance, over eons carved the huge
rock gorge that surrounds you. Other
water, dripping in a continuous flow fed
by springs high in the rocks and cliff
faces, nourishes hanging gardens of flow-
ers and ferns that add even more color to
the multihued backdrop. 

The grandeur that surrounds and rises
above you at Zion provides a fitting finale
to a national park tour of Utah. Each of the
unique settings would be well worth a
visit on its own. Combined into a leisure-

ly tour, they amaze the eye and provide
countless memories- and photographs
that, looked at later, can only hint at the
beauty you have observed.

IF YOU GO
All five national parks are open year-

round. For more information, call the
Utah Office of Tourism at 800/200-1160
or check the website at utah.com  �
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slabs that contains niches, a roof open-
ing that might once have served as a
chimney, the stone carving of a running
deer, and a 45-foot underground drain.
In one wall is a hole that leads into a
niche called the “Secret Bed,” big
enough to crawl into and be complete-
ly out of sight of others in the chamber.
Above the Bed is the “Speaking Tube,”

a small stone-lined tunnel that extends
through the wall of the chamber and exits
under the Sacrificial Table outside. One
guess suggests the Speaking Tube would
be used to make it seem like voices were
emanating from the Table-but who really
knows?   

There’s a lot to ponder here, and
merely listing what you’ll find won’t

resolve your questions or doubts. It’s bet-
ter for you to go yourself, and come to
your own conclusions. Bring bug repel-
lent and a camera. The hike itself isn’t
strenuous, and sneakers are the right shoes
to wear for this expedition.

America’s Stonehenge is located at
105 Haverhill Road in Salem, NH.  For
information about hours and admission

fees, contact them by phone at 603-893-
8300, e-mail at info@stonehenge
usa.com, or visit their website at
http://www. stonehengeusa.com .  Plan a
trip to see these mysterious stone creations
for yourself, and you’ll be able to offer
your own theory about when, why, and by
whom this place was constructed.�
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